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YAZOO SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM

INTERVIEWEE: Mrs. Evie Louise Pepper

INTERVIEWERS: Betty Raney, Jim Ewing

SUBJECT OF INTERVIEW: Yazoo County birds

DATE: April 1, 1980

JW: Let's get a little information about you.
Evie —

Your name is

EP; Yeah, well, it's a funny thing. A lot called me Evie,
and my mother .id father thought it was a double name, and
I go by Evie Louise most of the time now. But I was named
for an aunt Evie that used to live here. And my father's
people only called me Louise because that was Daddy's
mother's name. I was so made one day — I went to a colored
woman's house. She was going to make a quilt for me. One
of her friends came in. Well, Hattie said — I said, "I've
got a girl who works for me named Hattie." And she said,
"Well, what's your name?" And I said, "Well, I go by a '
lot of names. I go by Mrs. Pepper, Mrs. Jack Pepper, and
Miss Evie Louise, and Evie and Louise, and my family and a
lot of my friends call me Easy. My baby sister couldn't
say 'Louise' and she said 'Easy' . All my nieces call me
'Aunt Easy. *" Well, anyway, she says, "I think I'll just
call you Evie."

JW: How do you spell Evie?

EP: E, V, I, E. I don't think I've gotten to where —
as old as I am, I don't think even little children. A lot
of old women like to be called by their first names, and
I think we should teach the children to be a little'more
respectful, to say, "Mrs. So and so."

BR: I do, too.

JW: How long have you been taking these pictures?

EP: You know, I can't remember. I've got movies since
Margaret was not quite two years old.

JW: Margaret is your --

EP: My daughter, Margaret Grantham.
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JW: Margaret Granthara is your daugther?
that.

Oh, I didn't know

EP: Yeah. And I've lived in this house 62 years. And I
was married here in Yazoo. My mother was married here in
Yazoo City at the old Stubblefield house. My mother was. a
Stubblefield. And Jack was born here in Yazoo.
here all his life. We're just really natives.

He's lived

BR: You really are.

EP: Kin to everybody in the county, I think.

JE: I've got lots of Pepper kin.
pictures since Margaret was two?

So you've been taking

EP: Well, she was two in February. And that Christmas
before she was two Jack gave me a movie camera. Well, then
1 had to wait a year to get the projector. And that next
year, 1 thought, "He better give me a projector." I'd been
using a borrowed one. But then we went on all these trips,
fishing off of Mexico and all those kinds of things. But
my movie got to where it was kind of bad, and then 1 got
into these slides and 1 don't know how long I've had them,
but maybe 15 or 20 years.

*  ''J 'V .*• , ■' „ •; •

JE: Is that when you started taking pictures — taking
slides?

EP: Yeah. Besides the movies. I took them a long time ago
And then I had a regular old — before we got married.
We've just got stacks of old 2 1/2 X 4 1/2 pictures, you
know, just regular old Kodak pictures. And we've got a lot
of those pictures, but you can't show them on a screen and
you have to pay so much.

BR: Oh, I know it. Miss Evie, when did you get interested
in birds? What was the beginning of that?

!V;V
h.'

EP: I don't know. When we first built this camp that we
have now on Wolf Lake we used to love to go camping. And
when Mr. Pepper was going to retire we decided we'd fix us
a place out on the lake where we could just go out. And it
was on Five Mile Lake. And I never had seen some of these
little birds. And I've always liked birds. But I'll just
see a bird and I might say, "Well, that's a pretty little
bird." And one day I saw these little old titmouse
I didn't know what they were. And I told my husband Jack,
"I saw some little birds out here that look kind of like
blue jays." They had a little top notch. And I bought a
bird book for him, and I got started. He used to love to
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geese hunting and duck hunting and he really knew more birds
than I did and he never really liked to go out with his
binoculars and just look for birds. And he bought me a
pair of binoculars, and I wish I'd known more about the
birds when I was out there because woods hadn't been cut
over. And you could hear owls hooting at night. And there
was a barn owl nesting in a big old cypress tree, And he'd
come out just about dark. And my neighbor next door said,
"But he eats chickens." I said, "Oh, but he eats rats,
too. I've been looking up that kind of stuff." We were
coming back from Texas one time and this man from Mexico
was in the road with his truck — he'd stopped — and he
was beating a snake. The snake was a big old long snake.
And to kill it. I hopped out and said, "Oh, you ought not
to kill that snake."

JE: You're a real animal lover. Where was this camp?

EP: The first camp we had — now we used to go camping way
down on Little Sunflower River, and we had tents. And we
camped. And we'd take a cook with us. One night we had
company. I think a dentist that used to live here. Dr. Mc-
Williams was out there. We had a Negro woman that was work
ing for me, and she was sleeping in the big tent with us
because she was afraid to be in another tent. She was
afraid of bears down there because they used to have bears.
Anyway, the lantern outside went out. X heard Dr. McWil-
liams say, "Watch out." Jack wasn't going to get up.
But old Jenny told me the next morning, she said, "I was
so afraid that the bear was going to come along. X just
turned my back." She was on a cot close to the door. "I
just turned my back so the bear would get my back first."
But we camped out there. I got pictures of the children.
They were real little.

JE: When was that?

EP: That was before the '27 flood when we had company that
came down. J. B. Williams and Ousley Williams hadn't
been married too long. They had one child, maybe the older
one, Bubba. Yeah, Bubba's older. They've got two children
You know J. B. Williams —

BR: Yes, ma'm, I know them.

EP: And they left the little boy at home with somebody.
And they camped down there with us, too. And we just had
a lot of fun. And oh, this colored woman — we had an
old, what do they call it — spiners? Iron skillet that
had legs on it and an iron top. She would cook — you
wouldn't believe it — a chocolate pie with merange on it!
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And the way she did it, she rolled out the pastry and put it
in there and had the coals underneath it. And that cooked

the pastry. And she cooked the filling on top of the, oh,
we just had these little grills out that they pound into the
dirt. And then when she got the filling fixed, then she
put that in the pastry and then she beat up egg whites.
Then she put that down in there with the lid on it with some
hot ashes on top of the lid and that browned that merange.

BR: I've never heard of such.

EP: And she had the best biscuits. She was an old timey
cook, and she would do them like this (clapping her hands
together).

BR: You could teach these young people about camping,
couldn't you? They think they've discovered it.

EP: My father and mother hated it. They never went. They
shouldn't. They wouldn't even cook a fish if anybody brought
them. And Daddy just thought everything was going to hap
pen to us. He just hated to see me go off down there. He
said if the snakes didn't get to us and kill us, the mis-
quitoes were going to.

BR: And the bears.

EP: And the children would drown,
fun.

And we just had lots of

JE: When did you start taking pictures of the birds?

EP: And then of the birds — I was trying to think. I
could have had some dates on some of this stuff, but I'm
not even sure. Mr. Pepper died in '74, and I was taking
them long before that.

JE: Your husband?

EP: Yeah. June, '74. But I've kept on.
I would have to look back. But —

I don't know,

JE: How many slides do you have?

EP: Thousands of them, I reckon.

JE: Thousands of them?

EP: There might be, I imagine. There's boxes of them. It's
a pain in the neck, too, to go back and try to find a
special bird. I'm not very organized. I'm just kind of
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sloppy. Now, these are pictures I showed last time, to
Martha Coker's. And I think most of these in here are
good.

JE: "When did you show them to Martha Coker's?

EP: In February.

BR: She has gone to different schools, she tells me, here
and in Jackson.

EP: What is the name of that 5th and 6th grades of this
school, colored school?

BR: Woolfolk.

EP: Woolfolk. I've been there a couple of times. And a
man from Florida is the principal. And he was just charmed
if I'd show some Florida pictures. And of course my
daughter Margaret lived in Florida for years. And I had
pictures of Savannah and pictures down in Naples and all
those places.

JE: So you mean, when you visited places you would take
pictures?

EP: Oh, we were going in Mexico one night, my daughter that
lives out there, lived in different parts, been in El Paso

' i for a long time now. And we went over there one night to
a horse show. And I never had been to a horse show. And a
dog show. And the dogs, they had one side and the doctors
would examine them to see that they hadn't been pepped up
with something. And then these Mexicans would march around
the ring with them first before they would turn them loose
after the rabbit, and they'd holler, "Here comes the bunny!"
And I had one camera hanging on my neck and trying to get
movies, too. It was just a mess trying to do them both.

JE: What kind of camera do you use?

EP: Well, now, all these slides have been taken with a
Pietre — its a real good Japanese made. But last fall,
maybe the fall before last, but anyway, that's the second
one I've had. Mr. Pepper bought me the first one from
Mr. Coker who used to live here. And he had a friend who
wanted to sell one, a used one. And I just made real good
pictures with it. But he was always so interested in me
taking pictures that he would improve on it — a Kodak
he got me — all the time. Telephoto lens, and a closeup
lens. And that light meter quit working. So I wrote to
somebody that was advertising — "Please tell me where I

'W
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can send my camera because I've got to get it fixed." There'
a place in Miami. And I sent it down there. Well, they
kept it and kept it. And then my daughter that's in El
Paso, she had a chance to go to San Francisco. It was put
on by Guideposts. It's a mini-workshop. She had been to
New York to a maxi-one that was a week long that they paid
all her expenses up there. But this time they were Just
going to have it for a day and they said you can bring com
pany. And they were going to have a lunch. So I flew out
to El Paso. And then we got in the car. And as old as I
am, people can't believe it — I had the best time. We did
n't leave El Paso until about 11:00 o'clock that night,
Saturday night. And we had to be there Monday morning to
the workshop. We couldn't leave before that because my
little granddaughter was in a wedding and she went in her
car and drove. We drove all night long from El Paso, all
day long, all Sunday night, and I don't think I was tired.

JE: What kind of workshop was it?

EP: It was a Guideposts workshop. You never have seen
Guideposts?

JE

BR

JE

Oh, yeah.

Magazine.

Well, I want to know more about your photography

EP: Oh, yeah. Well, I was talking about this camera. I
called them before I left and said, "I'm fixing to go on a
trip. Can't yall please get my camera fixed and get it
back?" And they said, "Oh, no — That's one of those
yearly They come out every month. But she's got
three things in there. Three articles in there.

BR: Does she really?

EP: Yeah, I've got — the one in the middle I like better
than the first one, however. But anyway, we went on up to
San Francisco and borrowed my granddaughter's. And it
didn't have a light meter. And I didn't take any good pic
tures. So when I got back they still didn't have my camera.
Then in October my grandson was going to get married in
Houston. And I called them. "Please hurry my camera up
here. I've got to go to a wedding, and I want my camera
up here." But, anyway I didn't get it. And it was way
after that when I got it. So I wrote the people in Japan,
the Peitre people. And I said, "Would you please tell me
where to send my camera the next time I have to send it off?"
And they said they were sorry, but they had gone bankrupt.

(  i
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JE: What kind of camera do you use now?

EP: Well, the same thing. Well, I don't know whether the
first roll I took after I got it back, I ran the whole roll
through and didn't have a thing on it.

JE: Oh, so you use a telephoto lens?

EP; Now, that's a 135 one. And I've got a 200 one. And my
husband bought me a 2x that would make a 200 one a 400 one.
And then I gave that 2x one to my granddaughter. And I've
got wide angle things and things that make the sky blue.
And I've got, and I love my little close up. This is that
thing that makes the sky blue. And the clouds will be white

BR: Oh, really. And it makes your birds look —

EP: Now, when I take bird pictures, the only way you're
going to get a good bird picture is to be right up close.

BR: Can you just flip through some of them for us?

EP; Yeah, I was going to show you some. Oh, mercy, I'm
the worst photogenic person you ever saw. I am just . . .

BR: Oh, but you're smiling. You look very happy.

JE: You've got your camera there.

EP; Well, I've been in this paper one time. Who was the
mayor before this?

BR: Ellen Johnson.

EP: Yeah. She came up and took a picture of me with my
Kodak. And I looked just like I was about 100 years old.
And of course I'm almost that old.

BR

EP

JE

BR

JE

EP

JE

No, you don't.

Where am I supposed to be?

I'm going to take several pictures.

Can she just keep talking? And smiling?

Un-huh, How old are you?

I'm eighty.

Eighty! I can't believe that.
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EP; I'm so glad I got to be eighty,
would.

I didn't think I ever

JE: How many children do you have?

EP: I've got four. My son lives out off of Pickens Road.
He works in Jackson. He married a Hei,del - Then I've
got a daughter Francis who lives in Little Rock. She Just
moved up there from Lake Charles. And then Lorena that s
Just real gifted and talented and she's in El Paso. And
then Margaret has moved around. I used to think, "Oh, I
can't stand to move and be retired around the house. I
have visited friends, you know, and the men would Just be,
you know, "What do you want to buy a new dress for? You've
got a closet full of them?"

BR: Yes, yes.

EP: And, "What are you doing talking on the phone so long?'
And all that. And I thought, "I Just can't stand a man
around the house and be retired." They're supposed to re
tire at 65 but the city kept him on for a couple more years
so they could get somebody trained in his place. So then
we had the best time. Thirteen years he lived and we Just
had a wonderful time together.

BR: Oh, I know you did.

EP' We had trips that we took. And we both liked, like I
said, I didn't grow up fishing. I Just must have had fish
ing blood in me because it was easy for me to learn to do
it. And then we played cards at night. We'd get older
couples, Mr. and Mrs.Duaine Morgan and Just different ones
and the men would play the women and nearly always beat us

JE: How many grandchildren do you have?

EP: I've got, I think I've got eight. Somebody asked me
that one time and I've lost track. I've got eight.

JE; You don't have any great grandchildren?

EP: Two great grandchildren.

JE Two great grandchildren! And how long have you been
taking pictures — since Margaret was two years old?

EP: Yeah.

JE: How old is she? Well, don't tell me how old she is.
Just how many years is that?
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EP

BR

JE

EP

Well, I'd have to figure it up. She was born in '34.

Margaret is close to my age.

1936? In 1936 you began taking pictures?

And, of course as I said, I've been taking Kodak pic
tures. We've got albums just full of Kodak pictures.

JE: So you'd been taking years, like 11 or more years be
fore that.

EP: I started getting out some of my old pictures. Out
here in the hall I've got some, I used to just go on and
send them off to the contests. That one was one in the
Commercial Appeal. Its hard to get in up there. But I had
three in the Commercial Appeal. And used to could just get
them all the time in the Clarion Ledger. But I haven't sent
any over there in several years.

JE: You won some awards?

EP: Yeah. Every week they'd give you a new one. Now the
Memphis one was on four categories; it would be scenes and
birds or animals and culprits and sometimes sporting events.
Well, the one that I won in Memphis was a scenery thing.
Then I won one of a hummingbird hovering over a little feed
er. I took that out in California.

BR: How darling.

EP

JE

EP

JE

EP

They have different kind of birds out there.

How many species of birds have you photographed?

I just can't remember.

Could you make a guess?

No, I couldn't remember. Now, I tell you, I explain
to the school children there are three different type birds
I mean, we are in the Mississippi flyway. And when they
migrate some go down the Atlantic Coast, some go down the
Mississippi in the middle, some go down the mountains and
some on the Pacific flyway. And there was a Mrs. Hendricks
that taught school, and she was a wonderful school teacher.
She would have them following the birds as they came down
and would let them stop. When the birds would stop what
were they eating when they landed there, maybe it was oats
or fish somewhere. And I thought that was nice. She had
some of the children come and imitate the different kinds.
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I can't even make a sound like, I don't know, I'm trying to
do like a little screech owl. They'll say, "Whooooo." But
anyway, she was real good. She didn't take pictures, though.
But anyway, I'd tell the children about permanent residents,
of the kind that live here year around. And you would be
surprised. I was surprised; ya!ll might not be surprised.
The people who grew up here and wouldn't even know a blue
jay from any, they'd say, a blue bird. And I was talking
to one lady, I was showing them bird pictures to her garden
club one day and said, "Oh, I've been trying to get some
pictures of blue birds." And she said, "Oh, I saw a lot of
them out there at that park, Circle Park." And I got so
excited. I said, "Oh, are you sure they were blue birds?"
"I don't know; they were blue. Blue jays." And when I was
in California at my sisters in Ventura, I thought, "Oh, I'd
love to get some western blue birds. They don't have a red
breast." And one of the neighbors said, "Oh, I've got some
in my yard. They're feeding the babies." I could hardly
wait to get down there. The only thing but blue jays. She
didn't know the difference. And at some of these schools

I'd show a picture of a bird eating suet. They don't know
what suet is.

JE: So you have photographs of most of the permanent resi
dents of this area?

EP: Yeah. And now this one that's coming up, that I started
off with, is a picture of the red-winged blackbirds. And
they really are supposed to be in the summer, but I think a
few hang around all the time. But we were down in a garden
way down there in Louisiana somewhere and they were just
dropping in by the millions. We got upon this old balcony
and were looking down. It was too late for me to get pic
tures. I got pictures of some of the ducks and some of the
egrets that were coming in, too. But the blackbirds were
just dropping in, all this rush and I didn't realize that
t.hey migrated but they were down there by the millions, I
guess.

BR: I remember teaching at Webster Street School when this
enormous number of little yellow — what were they?

EP; They were . A lot of people call them wild
canaries, and they're not. They're goldfinches. And I've
got some slides that I've shown. And in every one of
them they come down. They're not yellow.

BR: Do they come every year?

EP: Yeah, they ought to be going back. Not long ago I saw
a few out here in my feeder. This has been a year
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for birds. And the goldfinches fly in flocks. They'll
light down there, just look like leaves falling.

BR: And the children were saying, "Look out there! What
is that!" They didn't stay long.

EP: In my pictures I've got some real good ones, now. My
daughter in El Paso likes birds and animals. And she sent
me some thistle seeds. You can order stuff from them. But
I want to show you something — and they love thistle seeds.
And Will Holmes is a bird watcher, too. And we both used
to go to all the societies in Jackson. And they found those
thistle seeds and they just loved them. I put a little out
there the other day. But I haven't seen but just a few this
year. And then we've had these winter birds turn back go
ing back north. They go farther south and don't ever hang
around here. Some are passing through. Some will stay here
for the winter.

JE: Do you take all these pictures at your feeder?

EP: Not all of them. But most of them I do. I've got a
feeder in my kitchen window. And then I've got that feeder.
And then out on the lake whenever I go out there, I've got
feeders out there.

JE: Do you have a house on the lake?

EP: Yeah. It's really a nice house.

JE: Wolf Lake?

EP: Wolf Lake. We had it on Five Mile, and they put that
channel through there.

JE: How do you get them elsewhere, like say when you're in
Louisiana or California?

EP: Well, sometimes you can just stop the car and take them
through the window. Course, some of those down in Florida,
they were in cages and I could just get my Kodak right up
between the bars and you wouldn't see the bar. And not long
ago in Jackson they wrote about that zoo over there. And
they had a South American vulture. I had some beautiful
shots that I made down there in Florida. They've got the
prettiest red and the bluest eyes, and they are white with
black. And they just look like they're just sitting right
there. Well, I kind of got my hands up in front of the bars.

JE: Do you ever go out and hunt these birds?
myself

EP: I tell you, Mrs.Zumalt and / have taken trips to the
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Ross Barnett Reservoir. And these little yellow, brown
headed nuthatches , I tried to get a picture of them.
They're so tiny and I wasn't close enough. There was a
stump out in the water. And you could see the hole. I was
hoping it would show up, but it didn't. But we just loved
going there. But gas and things have kind of put a stop on
it.

BR: Now, Mrs. Pepper, what are you going to donate to the
library? Have you decided yet what you're going —

EP

BR

What is it now that you want me to give to the library?

Some sample pictures, just a kind of running sample.

EP; Now, if ya'll just wanted some that were around here.
Now my hand over there is pulling a lens out and this is
out on Wolf Lake. And I was getting in a boat and hoping
I don't fall out. And the red-winged blackbirds. I got
mixed up with one of these things that I'm supposed to do.
But now these red-winged blackbirds build a cup-shaped
nest. And that's out there on one of those, we call them
button-willows. And then I got on up closer, and there was
one little baby hatched out. . And the eggs are kind of
larger with little specks on them. And then I got back a
little bit, and that's the mama. And she wants me to hurry
up and get out of the way and she's got a worm in her mouth
to feed the baby. And the mother birds, in most species,
in most varieties, the male is brighter but the female is a
little bit duller so she won't be so noticeable when she's
sitting on her nest. But now the mockingbirds, I can't tell
the difference. And I cant tell ihe difference between jay birds
But now these red-winged blackbirds, its a big difference in
them. And in lot of them a big difference.

JE: These birds are normally in this area —
blackbirds?

red-winged

EP: Yeah. They're mostly on the lake. I don't think they
ever come to town. And he's fussing at me, too, because he
wants me to hurry up and get out of the way. And out there
they have the- tri-colored red-winged blackbirds. Have the
red and then they have a white patch and I think they have
a yellow patch, too. But I was thrilled out there one time
to see the yellow-headed blackbirds. Their head is like
gold. We don't have those around here. But we have enough
pretty ones around here. And this little bird is a summer
bird. And he's, you can just see his back. Somebody called
me on the phone, "What kind of bird is it?" I said, "That's
a bee martin. Another name is kingbird." And he will fly
after big hawks or anything. And when,he turns around, he's
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